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EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
 
Postdoctoral Bridge-to-the-Faculty Program, Department of Occupational Therapy, University 

of Illinois at Chicago, 2021-present 
 
PhD Health Sciences, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 2020 
 Dissertation:   Unmet medical home needs and educational services access in 

children with autism spectrum disorder 
 
MS Occupational Therapy, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 2008 
 
BS Occupational Therapy, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 2007 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Refereed Publications  
2021 Barger, B, Benevides, T., Rizk, S., Rice, C., Heiman, H., Salmon, A., Sanchez- 

Alvarez, S. “Race/ethnic inequities in conjoint monitoring and screening for U.S. 
children 3 and under: Disparities in monitoring and screening.” Disability and 
Health Journal, epub ahead of print. PMID: 34412986. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.dhjo.2021.101179 

 
2011 Rizk, S., Pizur-Barnekow, K., & Darragh, A.R. “Leisure and social participation 

and health-related quality in life in caregivers of children with autism.” 
Occupational Therapy Journal of Research: Occupation, Participation, and 
Health, 31(4), 164-171. http://doi.org/10.3928/15394492-20110415-01 

 
Book Chapters 
2019 Rizk, S. & Howells, V. “Leisure and play.” In C. Brown, V.C. Stoffel, & Munoz, 

J.P. (Eds.), Occupational therapy in mental health: A vision for participation (2nd 
ed., pp. 896-906). F.A. Davis Company. 

 
2014 Rizk, S., Pizur-Barnekow, K, & Darragh, A.R. “Quality of life in caregivers of 

children with ASD.” In V.B Patel, V.R. Preedy, & C.R. Martin (Eds.), 
Comprehensive guide to autism, (pp. 223-246). Springer. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4614-4788-7 

AWARDS 
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2017 Chancellor’s Graduate Student Award, Occupational Science & Technology, 

University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, $2,000  

2017 Chancellor’s Graduate Student Award, College of Health Sciences, University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, $2,000  

 
2008 Chancellor’s Graduate Student Award, College of Health Sciences, University of 

Wisconsin-Milwaukee, 1,000  
 
GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS 
 
2021  American Occupational Therapy Foundation (AOTF)  

Period: July 2020-June 2022 
Title: Implementation of Electronic Shared Decision-Making Support to Design 
and Monitor Participation-Focused Early Intervention   
Role: Co-Investigator (January-June 2022) 
PI: M. Khetani 
Amount: $100,000.00 

 
2019 University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee  

Period: August 2018-May 2019 
Title: R1 Advanced Opportunity Program (AOP) 
Role: R1 AOP Fellow 
Amount: Resident Dissertator Tuition and $16,500.00 stipend 

 
2007 University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee  

Title: College of Health Sciences Student Research Grant 
Period: October 2007-August 2008 
Role: Graduate Student Researcher 
Amount: $392.25 

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Posters 
 
Rizk, S., Ngui, E., Benevides, T., Moerchen, V., Khetani, M.A., & Barnekow, K. (2022) 
Adequacy of medical home care and sociodemographic factors associated with educational 
services use among children with autism spectrum disorder. Poster abstract submitted for the 
American Occupational Therapy Association conference (hybrid), San Antonio, TX.  

Rizk, S., Ngui, E., Benevides, T., Moerchen, V., Khetani, M.A., & Barnekow, K. (2021) 
Adequacy of medical home care and sociodemographic factors associated with educational 
services use among children with autism spectrum disorder. American Congress of 
Rehabilitation Medicine (virtual).  

Rizk, S., Benevides, T., Pizur-Barnekow, K. (2020). Medical home disparities and educational 
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services access in children with autism spectrum disorder. Occupational Therapy Summit of 
Scholars. Colorado State University, CO, June 19-20, 2020. (Not presented due to COVID-19). 

Barger, B., Benevides, T., & Rizk, S. (2020). Implications of developmental screening and 
monitoring receipt for reducing racial/ethnic disparities in early autism identification. 
International Society for Autism Research (virtual).  
 
Rizk, S., Kalkbrenner, A.E., Pizur-Barnekow, K. (2018). Differences in receipt of educational 
services in children with ASD with and without a medical home. UW-Milwaukee College of 
Health Science Research Symposium. Milwaukee, WI, May 4, 2018. 
https://uwm.edu/healthsciences/wp-content/uploads/sites/129/2018/12/OST-research-lectureship-
proceedings.pdf. 

Barnekow, K., Chodron, G., Rizk, S., Mission, P., Puk, A. (2015). Understanding Factors That 
Enable or Hinder Parent and Early Childcare Provider Communication About Developmental 
Concerns Using the LTSAE Materials. Poster presentation at the Association of University 
Centers on Disabilities (AUCD) Autism Cares Conference, Washington, D.C. 

Casnar, C., Kroenke, C., Rizk, S., & Klein-Tasman, B. (2014). Item level correlation between 
SCQ and ADI-R items in a clinical sample. Poster presentation at the WI LEND Research 
Symposium, Madison, WI. 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
 
2015 Research Assistant, WI-IN (Wisconsin-Indiana) partnership to evaluate 

use of Learn the Signs. Act Early. in developmental monitoring in 
childcare settings. 

 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
 
Ad-Hoc Manuscript Reviewer 
American Journal of Occupational Therapy, 2021 
Pediatrics, 2021 
 
 
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
 
2015 Modified Checklist for Autism in Toddlers, Revised, with Follow-up (MCHAT-

R/F). Training to early intervention providers at Milwaukee County Department 
of Health and Human Services 

 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
 

American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA), 2021-present 
 


