
Bridging the Gap: Emerging Health Issues in Underrepresented Minorities 

 

Saturday, October 7, 2023 

 

 

8:00am – 8:30am  BREAKFAST 

 

8:30am-8:35am  Welcome 

   Enrico Benedetti, MD, FACS 

   Professor and Head 

   Department of Surgery 

University of Illinois Chicago 

 

8:35-8:55am                  Introduction of UIC Chancellor 

   Phyllis P. Hayes, Ed.D. 

   Assistant Vice Chancellor for External Engagement UI Health 

   Office of the Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs 

 

Opening Remarks  

   Chancellor Marie Lynn Miranda, PhD 

   Professor of Pediatrics and Mathematics, Statistics, and Computer Science 

Chancellor 

University of Illinois Chicago 

 

Vice Chancellor Robert Barish 

Office of the Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs 

Professor of Emergency Medicine, College of Medicine 

University of Illinois Chicago 
 

National Institute of health (NIH) Sponsored Minority health Research 

 

8:55am – 9am  Introductions 

Martha L. Daviglus, MD, PhD  

Associate Vice Chancellor for Research  

Director, Institute for Minority Health Research  

Edmund F. Foley Professor of Medicine 

University of Illinois Chicago 

 

Olga Garcia-Bedoya, MD, FACP 

Associate Professor of Medicine 

Division of Academic Internal Medicine and Geriatrics 

Department of Medicine 

Medical Director, Institute for Minority Health Research 

University of Illinois Chicago 

 

9am – 9:15am NIH Funded Research on Health Disparities and NIMHD’s Priority Areas 

 Dorothy Castille, PhD 

 NIMHD Extramural Training Coordinator 

 Senior Program Official in the Office of the Director 

 National Institute of Minority Health and Health Disparities 

 

9:15am-9:20am Q&A 

 
9:20am – 9:35am  All of Us Research Program: Using Large Scale Research for Disparities Research 

JoAnn Smith, M.P.H.   

Program Analyst for the All of Us Research Program  

Division of Medical and Scientific Review  

AoU Health Equity and Diversity (AHEAD) Branch 

National Institute of Health 
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9:35am-9:40am Q&A 

 

 

9:40am – 9:55am  Coronary Calcium Scans in Epidemiologic Studies: What have We Learned?  

Matthew J. Budoff. MD   

Investigator, The Lundquist Institute  

Professor of Medicine, David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA  

Program Director and Director of Cardiac CT, Division of Cardiology,  

Harbor-UCLA Medical Center 

 

9:50am-9:55am  Q&A 

  

 
 

Inclusion in Action: Equitable Approaches to Building Belonging in Medicine and Public Health 

 

9:55am-10:00am  Introductions 

Heather M. Prendergast, MD, MS, MPH, FACEP 

Professor 

Associate Dean Clinical Affairs, COM 

Vice Chair Academic Affairs, Department of Emergency Medicine 

University of Illinois Chicago 

 

Adriana Black, MPH, MAT 

Director of Health Affairs, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 

Office of the Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs 

Office of the Vice Chancellor for Diversity, Equity, and Engagement 

University of Illinois Chicago 

 

 

 

 

10:00am – 11:00am  Discussion 

 

Moderator:  Adriana Black, MPH, MAT 

      Director of Health Affairs, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 

     Office of the Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs 

       Office of the Vice Chancellor for Diversity, Equity, and Engagement 

      University of Illinois Chicago 

 
Panelist: Monica Vela, MD, FACP 

 Professor of Medicine in the Department of Medicine and the Department of Medical                                

Education at the University of Illinois Chicago 

 Director of the Hispanic Center of Excellence 

University of Illinois Chicago 

 

 

               Selwyn O. Rogers Jr., MD, MPH 

               Professor and Chief of Trauma and Acute Care Surgery 

James E. Bowman, Jr. Professor in the Biological Sciences 

Director, Trauma Center 

Executive Vice President, Community Health Engagement 

The University of Chicago Medicine & Biological Sciences 
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 Kemba Noel-London, PhD, MAT, ATC, CES 

Senior Epidemiologist – Illinois 

CDC-Foundation 

State Funded Projects 

 

 

11:00am – 11:05am Discussion 

 

11:05am – 11:15am Coffee Break 

 

 

 

 
Substance Use Disorders and Strategies to Improve Community Health 

 

11:15am – 11:20am Introduction 

   Terry Vanden Hoek, MD FACEP 

   Professor and Head 

   Department of Emergency Medicine 

University of Illinois Chicago 

 

Chris Colbert, DO 

Associate Professor of Clinical Emergency Medicine 

Director of Health Disparities Education 

Department of Emergency Medicine 

University of Illinois Chicago 

 

 

11:20am – 11:35am Addressing the Overdose Crisis by Lowering Barriers to Medications for Opioid Use Disorder 

(MOUD) 

Nicole Gastala, MD  

Clinical Physician, Researcher, Mile Square Health Center  

Assistant Professor, Department of Family Medicine 

Senior Director of Research, Behavioral Health and Addiction, Mile Square Health Center 

University of Illinois Chicago  

  

11:35am – 11:50am Cannabis Use and Health: Implications of a Changing Legalization Landscape 

Natania Crane, PhD 

Assistant Professor  

Associate Director of the UIC Recovery Clinic 

Department of Psychiatry 

University of Illinois Chicago 

 

11:50pm – 12:05pm Leveraging the Electronic Health Record towards Equitable Access to Substance Use 

Interventions from the Emergency Department 

Neeraj Chhabra, MD, MSCR  

Assistant Professor  

Emergency Medicine & Medical Toxicology  

Department of Emergency Medicine and  

Center for Health Equity using Machine Learning and Artificial Intelligence (CHEMA)   

University of Illinois Chicago  

 

 
12:05pm – 12:20pm Building Toward Equity in Substance Use and Public Health 
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Patrick Stonehouse, MA 

Director of Public Health Operations 

Chicago Department of Public Health 

 

12:20pm – 12:25pm Discussion 

 

 

12:25pm – 1:00pm  LUNCH 

 

 
Public Safety Panel 

 

1:00pm – 1:05pm  Introductions 

Mario A. Masrur, MD, FACS, FASMBS 

Associate Professor of Surgery 

Senior Associate Program Director, Surgical Residency Training Program 

Division of General, Minimally Invasive and Robotic Surgery 

Department of Surgery 

University of Illinois Chicago 

 

1:05pm – 1:50pm  Striving for Equity in Trauma Care in Chicago  

    

                        Moderator: Selwyn O. Rogers Jr., MD, MPH 

Professor and Chief of Trauma and Acute Care Surgery 

James E. Bowman, Jr. Professor in the Biological Sciences 

Director, Trauma Center 

Executive Vice President, Community Health Engagement 

The University of Chicago Medicine & Biological Sciences 

 

                            Panelists: Deputy Mayor Gatewood, Deputy Mayor of Community Safety, City of Chicago 

 Arne Duncan, Chicago CRED 

 Eddie Bocanegro, Federal Government Oversight of Community Violence Interventions 

Teny Gross, Institute for Nonviolence Chicago 

 

 

1:50pm – 2:35pm The Continued Push for Police Reform: How are Chicago and other cities responding to local   

and federal calls for policies and practices to increase trust in communities 

Antonio M. Romanucci 

Founding Partner 

Romanucci Blandin Law 

 

2:35pm – 2:40pm  Discussion 

   

2:40pm – 2:45pm  Closing Remarks 


